Find the invasives!
A Photo Scavenger Hunt

Invasive plant species in the Yukon can be spread in many different ways. These plants take over habitat from
plants and animals who live here, and can have negative effects on our ecosystems, economy and human
health. For information on these plants, or plants not listed on this page, visit www.yukoninvasives.com.

Take a walk in your community,
neighbourhood or along the Whitehorse
Millennium Trail to try to snap some
photos of these native, introduced and
invasive species for a chance to win gift
cards to Coast Mountain Sports, Baked
Cafe, and Riverside Grocery!
1. Yarrow
2. Crested Wheat Grass
3. Sweetclover
4. Field Locoweed (Oxytropis)
5. Tufted Bird Vetch
6. Clematis
7. Common Tansy
8. Greater Butter and Eggs
9. Pineapple Weed
10. Mountain Ash
11. Oxeye Daisy
12. Rhubarb
13. Hawkweed
14. Shrubby Cinquefoil
15. Foxtail Barley

Invasive Species Facts
A healthy ecosystem has many different plant species growing in an area.
Invasive plants often take over from native plants and create an area where
there is only one type of plant growing… the invasive one! Some invasive plants
like Spotted Knapweed produce a chemical that prevents other plants from
growing nearby.
Invasive plants have lots of seeds, and the seeds are very good at getting
around! E.g. thistle seeds that blow in the wind or burrs that stick to your socks.
Some invasive plants have spines or thorns that stop animals from eating them,
like Creeping Thistle, or Orange Hawkweed that has a hairy stem.
Animals and birds can spread plants by eating their fruit and then depositing
the seeds in their droppings, or carrying the seed to store for later.
Plants that smell good or bad attract different kinds of insects that eat them and
often pollinate them: bees are attracted to flowers that smell sweet, while flies
may be attracted to flowers that smell unpleasant. Many invasive plants have
yellow flowers – try and identify the plants you find!
Invasive plants are very adaptable and can grow in many different habitats:
weeds that prefer to grow in gravelly, well-drained areas include Yellow and
White Sweetclover, Common Tansy and Spotted Knapweed. Invasive plants that
prefer moist areas include Perennial Sow Thistle and Reed Canary Grass.

To Enter
Submit your photos to the Yukon Invasive Species
Council on Facebook, or send them to
outreach.yisc@gmail.com. For an extra 5 points, upload
your observations and photos to the Yukon Invasive
Species group on iNaturalist on the iNaturalist app or at
iNaturalist.ca. Points will also be awarded for
observations of invasive plants that are not listed here check out our website to learn about these other plants!
Winners will be drawn from those who have the most
photo-points.
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Clues and Explanations
Common Tansy: My flowers are yellow, and cute as buttons, but don't
be fooled! If you get close, you will notice I have a rather nasty smell! In
fact, I am mildly toxic to humans and animals, and I like to take over
ditches and streams. I am a garden escapee that you can look for in the
gardens outside the Whitehorse Visitor's Centre.

Sweet clover: I am one of Yukon's most
common invasive plants. If you have diven our
highways in the summer, you have seen my tall
green stalks and white or yellow flowers. I smell
sweet but I like to take over gravelly soils along
roadways and rivers, and I stop other plants
from growing with me.

Oxeye Daisy: I am a beautiful white flower
with a cheery yellow centre, and people like to
keep me in their gardens and wildflower mixes.
Beware though, because I easily escape and
form dense mats that take over from native
species. Watch for me in many gardens around
Whitehorse, and near the Yukon Conservation
Society!

Orange-peel Clematis: I am a climbing plant
with creeping tendrils, which I use to escape the
gardens I have been planted in! My flowers are
yellow or purple and bell-shaped, but I crowd out
native species when I take over. Watch for me
near the River by the Whitehorse Visitor Centre.
Greater Butter and Eggs: I am the joyful yellow of
butter and eggs, and am quite beautiful! However, I
am an aggressive invader who escapes gardens in
yard waste, and takes over habitat from native
species. Watch for my tree-like stems and
snapdragon-esc flowers along the trolley tracks!

Bird Vetch: My tendrils allow me to grab onto
other plants and choke them out. You can
Pineapple Weed: I am small and named after
recognize me by my spike of purple-blue flowers,
a tropical fruit. You can find me in cracks of the and my black seed pods once I am mature. I am
pavement and in many yards. I am introduced, an agressive invader who is hard to shake, and
but you don't have to worry about me taking
you can find me in several spots along the
over too much, as I am not really invasive. I look millenium trail.
like a thistle, and my body produces nasty,
Mountain Ash: I am an introduced tree, but am
bitter chemicals that make sure that I don't
content to stay where I have been planted, and
have to share space with anyone!
am not considered invasive. I have odd pinnate
Oxytropis: I am a native plant, though to the
leaves, and clusters of white, creamy flowers when
untrained eye I could be mistaken for the
in bloom. Look for me outside the Visitor's Centre!
invasive Butter and Eggs. I have a greenishyellow spike of flowers, an am poisonous to
Yarrow: I am a native plant
livestock..
with many white flowers
Crested Wheat Grass: I am recognizable by
clustered on my head. I
my flat, comb-like seed heads. I am commonly
have feathery leaves, and
used in seeding projects, and I grow in large
am a common sight along
groups that prevent other native species from
the river and many
growing around me. Watch for me near
Whitehorse trails and roads.
roundabout by the SS Klondike!

