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Spotter’s
Network
Yukon

Spotter’s
Network
pungent aroma
eco-system challenge
roadside bloomings
Cirsium arverse, Melilotus alba,
Centaurea biebersteinii, Tanacetum
vulgare, Sonchus arvensis, or in lay
terms Creeping Thistle, White
Sweetclover, Spotted Knapweed,
Common Tansy, Perennial Sowthistle, these species have been spotted
by individuals and then reported to
the Yukon Invasive Species Council
(YISC) Spotter’s Network. The Yukon
Spotter’s Network is a reporting
system tracking priority invaders. A
goal of this network is to increase the
number of eyes on the ground and to
be on the alert for new and existing
infestations so that they can be
reported and acted upon…anyone can
participate as a spotter. It’s a program
similar to Plant Watch North, in that
it is a monitoring program but specific
to species deemed as invasive and not
limited to plants but any species such
as Zebra Mussels or Didymo.
Yes, anyone at anytime can participate

Perennial Sow Thistle has been spreading in Whitehorse. Photo: Andrea Altherr

as a spotter, though it is not essential, participation in a YISC Spotter’s
Network workshop is an asset. By partaking in a workshop, one will learn
about Yukon’s priority invaders, how to identify invaders, what to do, who
to contact once an invader has been identified, how to report and answering
any other topical questions that may be had. With a little bit of training,
anyone can increase the knowledge about distribution of invasive species and
contribution to Yukon’s ever growing ecological database. Another great thing
about attending a Yukon Spotter’s Network workshop is that participants can
share their knowledge of invaders with co-workers, friends, or neighbours,
a pyramid effect of sharing knowledge – a very efficient way of learning and
spreading the word. ( Jeanne Burke)
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Spotter’s Network Program

Review - Outreach Activities in 2013
Communities pulling together,
fighting invasive species

Results of the Spotter’s Network project 2013
This past summer, YISC hosted four Yukon Spotter’s Network
workshops and trained 34 spotters. The received reports were compiled,
verified and are to be submitted to the Alaska Natural Heritage Program
where records of non native plants in the Yukon are kept and can be
viewed through their data portal at: http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/maps/
akepic/
We received reports on Perennial Sow-thistle, Spotted Knapweed and
Creeping Thistle; the actions taken are very good examples of how early
detection and rapid response are instrumental in successful management
of invasive species.

Weed-pulls in cooperation with the
public have a long history in the
Yukon.
Together with community
associations, YISC has organized
and led weed pulls. A focus of
weed-pulls is to raise awareness
about invasive species and the
council and to involve interested
and concerned individuals in a
hands-on management activity.
Traditionally the main focus
plant of weed pulls is sweetclover,
growing in most people’s
neighbourhood. Repeated handpulling is yielding good results.
Tireless efforts along the Carcross
Road, the Dempster Highway
and in many subdivisions such as
Cowley Creek and Mary Lake are
showing results. In July 2013, YISC
organized a weed-pull in Riverdale.
The Yukon Invasive Species
Council developed a hand-out
which helps groups organize their
own weed-pull. Ask for support!
Please contact
info@yukoninvasives.com
if you are interested in organizing a
weed-pull in your neighbourhood.

What’s next in 2014?
The Spotter’s Network program is continuing in 2014 with an expanded
partnership. The first workshop, held in partnership with the Dawson
District Renewable Resources Council, is planned for the end of March.
Watch for more advertisement, or contact YISC to organize a workshop
for your organization!
Financial support for
the development of the
Spotter’s Network has been
received from: Eco Action
Community Funding
Program, Fish & Wildlife
Enhancement Trust, and
Yukon Government.
Workshop dates:
Dawson, March 26, 2014
Whitehorse, April 22, 2014
Mayo, May 13, 2014

Urban Invasive Plant Walk
Beginning of July a group of
interested citizen took part in
an urban invasive plant walk in
downtown Whitehorse. During the
walk we learned how fast invasive
species move into disturbed and
not maintained places. Participants
brought forward concerns about
the noticeable spread of Greater
Butter-and-Eggs and Oxeye Daisy.
These species are quite difficult to
eradicate. Hand-pulling or digging
up of these species, as well as
prevention of seed dispersal will
show some results. To learn more
about these invasive plants visit
www.yukoninvasives.com
YISC would like to thank all the
volunteers helping pull weeds.
Environment Fair

YISC displayed invasive species
at the Environment Fair in May .
To touch the displayed slimy rock
snot or didymo was a favourite of
the children. More than 40 people
entered their name to the t-shirt
draw.

Developing Industries

In September Whitehorse
hosted the Northern Latitudes
Mining Reclamation Workshop
“Overcoming Northern
Challenges”. This was a welcome
opportunity for a presentation on
the issue of invasive species and
developing industries.
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Contact
info@yukoninvasives.com
for more information.
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Top to bottom:
Spotted Knapweed
Orange Hawkweed
Common Tansy
Photos: Ben Legler

Greater Butter-and-Egg likes to invade disturbed places in downtown Whitehorse

At the Environment Fair 2013
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Council News
Parlez-vous français ?

Financial support from the
Association Franco-yukonaise
(AFY), has made it possible that
information regarding invasives
species in the Yukon be available in
French. More material will be added
this spring.
Check out the new section on our
website. Keep your eyes out for a
column in L’Aurore boréale and
a spotter’s network workshop in
French.
Summary of Invasive Species in
Yukon

In Yukon, there are currently 147
confirmed non-native plant taxa
with 86 currently believed to be
present, of which 20 are considered
invasive. There are only 13 nonnative mammal, bird, and fish
species; however, the full scale of
their impact is unknown. There are
also many introduced insect species
here, but data on these species is
very limited.
Suspected pathways of introduction
for invasive plants in the Yukon
are resulting from the influence of
human beings on nature, such as
linear disturbances (roads/power
lines, cut-lines), compacted soil,
mine development, horticultural
escapes, and agronomic seeds in
reclamation projects.
Therefore the Yukon Invasive
Species Council will increase
awareness and education on
these pathways to prevent new
introductions of invasive species.

Yukon Draba Project
In an effort to protect the Yukon
Whitlowgrass (Draba yukonensis), the
Department of Energy Mines and
Resources (EMR) partnered with
the Yukon Invasive Species Council
(YISC) and the Alsek Renewable
Resource Council (ARRC) student
employee to pull and dig up Smooth
Brome (Bromus inermis) and Narrowleaf
Hawksbeard (Crepis tectorum). The
purpose of this project is to protect
the meadow area that is known as the
prime habitat for Yukon Whitlowgrass.
Yukon Whitlowgrass is a species of
draba that is currently only known from
these meadows along the Alsek road
in Haines Junction and a small area
at the north end of Aishihik Lake. It
is recommended that all the sites be
monitored and revisited in order to
reduce invasive species populations,
hence weaken the roots and prevent seed
production.
Draba yukonensis is currently assessed
as endangered by the Committee on
the Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada (COSEWIC).
PhotoPh

Funding Partners

In summer 2013, the Yukon
Invasive Species Council (YISC)
signed a $100,000 contribution
agreement with the federal
government’s EcoAction
Community Funding Program,
with the purpose of working
toward counteracting the spread
of unwanted organisms or
invasive species, into the territory.
The program supports outreach
activities, community weed-pulls
and the Spotter’s Network program.
Other supporters are: The Yukon
Government, the Fish & Wildlife
Enhancement Trust provided funds
to develop the 2013 pilot project
for the Spotter’s Network. The
Environmental Awareness Fund
contributed towards the printing of
educational material.

Canadian Council on Invasive Species (CCIS)
Invasive species councils, committees, and coalitions
representing the majority of provinces and territories
in Canada have established as a federal society - The
Canadian Council on Invasive Species (CCIS) - to work
together to reduce the impact of invasive species across
the country.
The Canadian Council on Invasive Species (CCIS)
works collaboratively across jurisdictional boundaries
to support actions and information that can help reduce
the threat and impacts of invasive species.
Invasive plant and animal species groups are working
in partnership to build upon the lessons learned in
each province or territory to improve public awareness
of invasive alien species. Detecting emerging invasive
species early is integral to prevention, as once
established, they spread rapidly, causing damage to the
environment, economy, and/or human health.

Participants in the meeting in Calgary 2014

The CCIS met in Calagray March 12-14, 2014 to elect directors, and to discuss governance and national program
frameworks.

YISC Borard of Directors
Miranda Adam, president
Lloyd Freese, vice president, treasurer
Brett Pagacz, director
Jeanne Burke, director
Jim Dillabough, director
Marc Boulerice, director
Maureen Huggard, director
Contact
Andrea Altherr, coordinator
info@yukoninvasives.com
www.yukoninvasives.com

Photo: J. McDowell, YG
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is free, download the form on
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Introduced Species
Not all species not native to the Yukon act invasive.
More research needs to be done to dertermine if some
non-native species are invasive. On behalf of the Yukon
Fish and Game Association, Al von Finster conducted
reserach on introduced Rainbow Trout in the Yukon River
system. The report can be found on our website
www.yukoninvasives.com in the resources section.

Aquatic Invasive Species of Concern - Zebra Mussles
No Zebra mussles have been reported from the Yukon let’s keep it that way! You can prevent the introduction of
aquatic invasive species by following simple guidelines:

The distribution of introduced Rainbow Trout in the
Yukon River Basin 2013
“To summarize the findings, the Rainbow Trout are
generally confined to the Whitehorse area, with spawning
populations in McIntyre Creek (pathway of colonization
from point of introduction in Jackson Lake). Rainbow
trout from McIntyre Creek have formed a spawning
population in Croucher Creek and almost certainly
another spawning population downstream of the
Whitehorse Rapids dam. The sampling confirmed that
a spawning population has formed in Laurier Creek, a
tributary to Lake Laberge, entering from the east across
from Deep Creek. The source of this population was
presumably the Whitehorse area, and the pathway the
Yukon River which usually flows down the east side of
Lake Laberge (Al von Finster).
The report prepared by Al von Finster on behalf of the
Yukon Fish and Game Association can be found on
www.yukoninvasives.com in the resources section.
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Zebra Mussle, Randy Westbrooks, Bugwood.org

