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How do the new City of Whitehorse City Council Mayor and Council plan
to deal with invasive species in the city?
Many invasive plants thrive in disturbed sites, and the City of Whitehorse has
plenty of invasive species growing within city limits. As a non-profit
organization, YISC cannot manage these infestations alone, and working with
the City of Whitehorse on invasive species management is key.
For this election, YISC reached out to all mayoral and council candidates to ask
what steps they would take to manage invasive species in the city. Below we
have included the response from the new City of Whitehorse Mayor, Laura
Cabott. We invited Laura Cabott to check out our bird vetch management site
at Range point, and we hope to expand local capacity for invasive species
management by continuing to strengthen our partnership with the city in the
coming years. In particular, YISC plans to follow up with the city about the
commitments outlined below to work with property managers to address
invasive species, review the budget for invasive species, and work towards
bylaws around private property and lawns.

"Dear members of the Yukon Invasive Species Council,

Thank you for the opportunity to introduce myself and thank you for sharing this information
with me about invasive species and the serious impact they have on our ecosystem. You

mention threats to tourism, biodiversity and increased risk of wildfire; these are all issues that
are important to our city and that I’m very concerned about.

I understand that climate change is a contributing factor to the increase of invasive species.
Climate action is one of the pillars in my platform and, in fact, I am the only mayoral candidate
who specifically addresses climate change in my platform. I was proud to support the climate
emergency declaration when I was a city councillor and I believe there is more we can do. I
would be very interested in working closely with YISC to understand the priorities within the
City of Whitehorse.

As Mayor, I think the first step would be to work with city staff to ensure that all city properties
are managed well and that any city sites with invasive species are addressed in a safe and
responsible way. This would include looking at our existing budget for invasive species control
and weed control within the City of Whitehorse. A further step would be to consider city bylaws
relating to private property and lawns that might be contributing to the problem of invasive
species. A third step would be to take a look at our land development practices so that we can
prevent and address the problem as new land is developed.

Finally, I am committed to working closely with territorial, federal and First Nation partners on
all fronts and I believe that with stronger relationships in place we can explore collaborative
projects to maximize impacts at the municipal level.

If I’m elected Mayor I would like to hear more from your organization about what’s happening
in Whitehorse and what actions you’d like to see from the city. How can we better engage with
you and ensure you have opportunities to share your knowledge and expertise with us? In
general, I believe that we need to do more to engage citizens and NGOs, which is why I have
committed to establishing citizen advisory committees that will work with mayor and council
to tackle our biggest challenges. One advisory committee will be focused on climate change
mitigation and adaptation, which might be of interest to your organization’s members.

I would be happy to visit the project site with you.

Sincerely,
Laura Cabott Mayoral candidate for the City of Whitehorse"

Wild pigs found in Alberta national park

Wild pigs (also known as Eurasian pigs) were found recently in Alberta National
Park. If you are interested in learning more about the wild pigs found in Elk
Island National Park, check out the CBC article here.
CBC Wild Pig Article

Horticulture and the spread of invasive plants

Pulling bird vetch (Vicia cracca) from a location in downtown Whitehorse. Bird vetch
is a beautiful plant that many folks keep in gardens as an ornamental, however it is
an aggressive invader that takes over natural sites as well as disturbed ones.

Humans transporting plant species to new areas is not a new practice. As
people have moved and settled in new areas around the world, they have often
brought along with them different plant species for cultivation. Many of these
plants will not become invasive, but some species thrive and take over their
new habitats. In fact, horticultural practices are known to be a large worldwide
contributor to the spread of invasive species.
Today, we know that transporting plant species to new areas can have
detrimental impacts for local environments and economies in the areas in which
invasive plants establish themselves. In the Yukon, we have over 20 invasive
plant species, some of which are still cultivated in local gardens as ornamental
species (e.g., Oxeye daisy, bird vetch, and greater butter and eggs).
YISC has many resources on these plants and their impacts, and we
encourage Yukon gardeners to take action to be good stewards for local
ecosystems by:
Learning to recognize invasive plants and removing them from your
garden or making sure to keep them contained to your yard
Disposing of any yard waste that may contain invasive plants in the
landfill

Not dumping yard waste in natural areas
Planting native or non-invasive plant species instead of invasive ones
where possible.
For more information on best practices, check out our Plant Wise resources!
Be Plant Wise

PlayCleanGo

Winter is on its way, but autumn activities can still spread invasive species!
Don't let the cold fool you into forgetting to practice PlayCleanGo! Brush off all
seeds and plant materials from your clothing, boots, gear, and pets before
moving to a new location to avoid spreading invasive species into natural
areas!
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