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Project Announcement: Addressing the Threat of Aquatic
Invasive Species to Protect Fish Habitat in Carcross
After our work in the Alsek watershed this summer and last summer, YISC is
excited to announce that we are taking on a new project in Carcross for this
year and next year! This project will focus on preventing the introduction and
establishment of aquatic invasive species and on managing the spread of
invasive plant species (such as sweetclover) on Bennett and Tagish Lakes. We
are excited to partner with the Carcross/Tagish Renewable Resources Council
on this project!
This summer, our invasive species technician identified and mapped high-risk
access points for species such as Zebra and Quagga mussels (Dreissena sp.)
as well as sweetclover at the above lakes. Next summer, we will extend our
outreach programming to include an educational campaign for boaters in the
area about how to practice Clean Drain Dry to avoid introducing aquatic
invasive species into Yukon waters. We will also be conducting community
sweetclover pulls in Carcross.
After working with project partners to successfully install 5 interpretive signs this
summer in the Alsek watershed, YISC also plans to install some interpretive
signage about aquatic invasive species at the key access points to Bennett and
Tagish Lakes.

Watch our Clean Drain Dry video here

Bird vetch in Whitehorse!
Bird vetch (Vicia cracca) is an invasive plant that is becoming more common in
the Whitehorse area. This plant grows beautiful purple flowers, and many
people like to keep it in their gardens as an ornamental. However, bird vetch is
a rapid and aggressive invader of both disturbed and undisturbed sites, and is
extremely difficult to remove once established! If you or anyone you know has
bird vetch growing on their property, we encourage you to be a good steward
and remove this plant, as well as to properly dispose of it at a waste disposal
station.
This summer YISC worked to remove bird vetch from several Whitehorse
locations. Many thanks to staff from the Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre and to
members of the public who came out to help us conduct weed pulls! Our bird
vetch sign is now up on the Millennium Trail, so watch for it as you walk along
the Whitehorse waterfront.
We recently worked with staff from Associated Environmental Consultants to
collect native seeds to spread at Range Point as part of our ongoing efforts to
manage bird vetch at that site.

Yard Waste Disposal Reminder!
Weeds like creeping bellflower (pictured) can aggressively spread out of garden
beds, and we encourage gardeners to remove this plant and other invasives to
make sure that they do not take over natural areas.
As the snow starts to fall and we finish cleaning up our yards for the winter
season, remember to dispose of yard waste at a waste disposal station! Yard
waste, including soil, clippings, and plant material, can contain weedy species
that may spread into natural areas if dumped outside of a proper waste facility.
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