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News from May 2021

Wildfire and Invasive Species Management in Action!
Yukon Wildland Fire Management burned invasive Smooth Brome (Bromus
inermis) at Range Point in Whitehorse in mid-May. Smooth brome is a great
fuel for wildfire. It is an invasive grass that can be found throughout most of
the Yukon along roadways and rivers near human settlements. In addition to its
fire starting properties, smooth brome forms a dense sod that smothers and
excludes native species decreasing natural biodiversity.

Top 5 Invasive Species of Concern for Yukon!

We have a new top 5 invasive species of concern list from the Yukon

Conservation Data Centre. These are species to watch due to their existing
impacts, or due to the probable impacts that they will have should they
establish in the Yukon. Our main culprits to watch are:
1. Zebra Mussels: This invertebrate has not yet been found in the Yukon,
but has the largest potential for catastrophic impacts for ecosystems and
the economy.
2. White Sweetclover: This plant is very invasive along Yukon highways,
and can also spread along riverbanks. It causes concern for highway
visibility and safety.
3. Seven-spotted Lady Beetle: This insect is often used as a biological
control for aphids, but can negatively impact native Lady Beetle species
at risk.
4. Creeping Thistle: This plant impacts agricultural lands and activities.
5. Smooth Brome: This grass impacts local ecosystems, acts as a wildlife
attractant, and is a fuel for wildfire.

Enter our membership blitz to win!
YISC is holding a membership blitz! Sign up to become a member, or if you are
a member, sign up anyways to win great prizes generously donated by local
businesses! Email outreach.yisc@gmail.com or send us a message. Enter by
June 7th and spread the word!
Prizes:
- Tree donated by Greenspace North Landscaping (valued at $225)
- Gift Card to Yukon Grow ($100) - YukonGrow is a Yukon-based enterprise
offering services and products related to grow amendments, grow media and
soil blends adapted to the unique conditions of the North.
- Gardening and Birding tool basket from Home Hardware (valued at $90)
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