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Clean Drain Dry Film!
This year, YISC has a strong focus on promoting the CleanDrainDry program to
prevent the introduction of aquatic invasive species. It is important to always:
Clean: all mud and plant parts from your boat and aquatic equipment.
Drain: all water from gear and boats (bilges, livewells, etc.).
Dry: thoroughly in the sun or with a towel before relaunching in a new
body of water.
YISC recently visited Lake Laberge and collaborated with the Yukon Fish and
Wildlife Management Board and Dennis Zimmerman to collect footage for our
CleanDrainDry educational film. We are excited to share this film with you when
it is finished!

Get out and learn how to recognize invasive species in and around your
neighbourhood or community with this scavenger hunt activity! All entries in the
scavenger hunt can be emailed to outreach.yisc@gmail.com, or messaged to
us on our Facebook page. This is an activity for all ages, and prizes will include
a gift card for Riverside Grocery, as well as a dozen eggs and a tote bag
generously donated by Elemental Farms.

Join the Scavenger Hunt Here

Notice: Community weed pulls are coming up in July!

Spotlight on Earthworms!

Did you know that most earthworm species in North America are introduced? In
the Yukon we have 6 non-native and 2 native species of earthworm (most
native earthworm species in Canada were wiped out in the last glaciation, in the
Yukon we had several pockets of glacier refugia during the last ice age).
The Yukon does not have much data on introduced earthworm distribution,
abundance, and impacts in the territory. In other parts of Canada, introduced
earthworms act as ecosystem engineers, and work to change soil cycles in
areas where there are species that have not evolved with earthworms. This can
have negative impacts on native invertebrates, plants, and animals, as it
dramatically changes the soil properties of an area.
The best things that we can do to help manage the spread of potentially
harmful earthworm species are:
Dispose of soil or plants in designated landfill areas – avoid illegal
dumping, which can spread earthworms and other invasives into natural
areas.
Clean your boots and tires of mud – soil on boots and other equipment
might contain earthworm eggs or other invasive plant materials that could
be spread into new areas.
In the Yukon, using live bait for fishing is illegal. Avoid using and
disposing of bait in natural areas, and clean all equipment after parking or
recreating in muddy areas near boat launches.
If you see earthworms, don’t move them into natural areas!
Finally, the best thing you can do to help us manage potential invaders is to
report them! Report your earthworm sightings, especially in natural areas. Use
iNaturalist.ca or the iNaturalist app to help us collect data that will aid in the
management of Yukon invasive species.

Lumbricus terrestris - the common earthworm. One of the species that is present in
the Yukon. Photo: invasive.org.
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