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Summer is coming! Here are the latest updates from YISC.
Don't let it loose! A moss ball update
Back in March, the invasive aquatic zebra mussel was found hitching a ride into Canada on aquarium moss
balls. Since then, DFO Fisheries Officers have visited local pet stores and reported that they did not find any
zebra mussel-infected products. These products were only available online in the Yukon, and no infected
products have so far been reported in the territory.
This is an important reminder to never release aquarium (or any other) pets, materials, water plants, live food,
or live bait into the natural environment! Releasing pets or pet supplies (such as from aquaria) into the natural
environment poses threats to our natural ecosystems should organisms spread into new areas.
Preventing the spread of invasive species is the best way to manage them, as they can be nearly impossible to
get rid of once they establish themselves in a new area. We are lucky to not yet have zebra mussels
established in the Yukon (click on the button below for a map of their current distribution in North America).
Early Detection and Rapid Response is key to preventing the establishment of invasive species populations,
and we encourage everyone to report any invasive species sightings using iNaturalist, or on our website at
yukoninvasives.com. Report any zebra mussels or possibly infected aquarium products to the Environment
Yukon Fishing Branch at 867-667-5721. #Don’tLetItLoose

Map of zebra mussel distribution

Outreach Coordinator/Invasive Species Technician

Aven Knutson is returning to YISC as the Outreach Coordinator/Invasive Species Technician. Aven is currently
working towards her Masters in Natural Resources and Environmental Studies at the University of Northern
British Columbia. Aven will spend the summer working on our Bird Vetch erradication project in Whitehorse,
outreach for the aquatic invasive species project in Haines Junction, and developing other outreach materials
and events for YISC.

Gardeners: Prepare for the summer and #BePlantWise

Some of the plants in our gardens may be invasive! These can escape our gardens and invade natural areas,
damaging our ecosystems and reducing biodiversity. Some common Yukon garden invaders include:
Common Tansy
Butter and Eggs aka Common Toadflax (pictured)
Caragana aka Siberian Pea Shrub
Oxeye Daisy
Bird Vetch
Check out our Plant Wise brochure to find out which plants to grow, and which to avoid in your garden this
summer.
Be Plant Wise

Avoid illegal dumping in spring cleanups!

As we clean up our yards for the summer, please also keep in mind that yard waste should be disposed of
properly at the landfill. Dumping of yard waste in natural areas risks spreading invasive species into those
areas, where they can take over from native species. We have added a new section to our website on illegal
dumping - check it out!
Illegal Dumping
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